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Project under Way

First Fronius Solhub Being Implemented 

(Wels, 06/29/2021) Austrian energy solutions expert Fronius is installing the first H2 customer system in
Austria. The Fronius Solhub is a system solution for the local production, storage, and use of green
hydrogen. The customer is the SAN Group, which in the future will  produce up to 100 kg of  green
hydrogen per  day  at  its  company  headquarters  at  Herzogenburg,  Lower  Austria,  for  emission-free
mobility and to ensure autonomy through emergency power supply.

“The installation of the first Fronius Solhub is a flagship project,” enthuses Martin Hackl, Global Director of the
Business Unit Solar Energy, Fronius International GmbH, “Green hydrogen is generated and stored directly on
site using solar energy and water. This is then used to fill hydrogen vehicles and, thanks to reconversion, the
solar energy is also available in the winter—in this way we can make use of the sun 24 hours a day.” 

Commissioning in Spring 2022

The groundbreaking ceremony took place in May 2021 and the Fronius Solhub will be commissioned in spring
2022. The first green hydrogen production plant in Lower Austria is being built at SAN Biotech Park and will be
operated with 100% renewable energy. A photovoltaic system with an output of 1.5 MW on the roofs of the SAN
Group’s  industrial  park provides the power for  electrolysis.  Both the H2 infrastructure and the service  and
maintenance of the green system solution are being implemented by Fronius, a reliable partner for the energy
revolution.

The hydrogen generated is used to power the SAN Group’s fleet and can also be used by partners in the
region. Around 100 kg of green hydrogen is generated each day. This is enough to fill around 16 passenger
cars or drive more than 1500 km in a bus or truck.

 “The idea behind the system is to store and use solar energy 24 hours a day. In the future, the fully integrated
energy concept with waste heat usage and reconversion of the excess hydrogen will supply the entire SAN
Group site,” enthuses Martin Blauensteiner, Managing Director of SAN Real and Project Manager.

Energy Revolution for Companies

“We are supporting companies in the energy revolution,” explains Dominik Mittermaier, Technical Sales H2,
Fronius International GmbH, “companies like SAN Group have a pioneering role in that they are making a clear
commitment to increase their use of renewable energies and are taking action to make this a reality. Fronius
Solhub  brings  a  range of  benefits,  including  improvement  of  the  carbon  footprint,  regional  value  creation,
sustainable mobility solutions, and autonomy through emergency power supply.”

The innovative and multi-award winning solution provides a sustainable alternative to the use of fossil fuels for
mobility.  Seasonal storage and utilization of waste heat increase the system’s total efficiency standard and
make the Solhub a truly smart energy solution.
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Fronius Solhub Wins Mission Innovation Austria Award

The Fronius Solhub was recently recognized with another award: Outstanding achievements by individuals,
companies and project teams in the field of energy innovation were honored as part of the online specialist
conference Mission Innovation Austria1 (04/28–29/2021). The high-caliber panel were suitably impressed with
the Fronius Solhub in the category “Tech Solution and Local Hero,” awarding it the Mission Innovation Austria
Award.

Two Decades of Hydrogen Experience

For around two decades now, Fronius has been researching and developing hydrogen solutions, and has thus
become an innovation leader in handling green hydrogen produced using solar energy. During this time, the
family company has been able to amass extensive expertise from countless collaborations and innovative pilot
projects, as well as from working with leading hydrogen bodies. 

The next step is the construction of the Fronius Hydrogen Competence Center in Steinhaus, Upper Austria.
This will  enable the company to pool expertise and resources on the subject of hydrogen, and continue its
research, development, and production of H2 systems.

1In Mission Innovation Austria Online* (MIA), the Austrian Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and
Technology and the Climate and Energy Fund have created a forum for all those who are actively shaping the change process in the
energy system by developing and implementing exemplary new technologies and solutions.
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Overview of illustrations:

Groundbreaking ceremony for the SAN Biotech Park in Herzogenburg, Lower Austria 
(image rights: Manuel Tauber-Romieri, reprints: free of charge)

Visualization of green hydrogen production in Herzogenburg 
(image rights: SWAP Architektur | Janusch | SAN Group, reprints: free of charge)
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Fronius Solhub in Thalheim bei Wels, at Fronius International GmbH’s research and development site

Photo: Fronius International GmbH, reprint free of charge

About Fronius Solar Energy

The  Fronius  Business  Unit  (BU)  Solar  Energy  has  been  developing  photovoltaic  energy  solutions  and

distributing its products through a global network of expert installation, service and sales partners since 1992.

More than 24 Solar Energy subsidiaries, an export ratio of over 93 percent and a total output of more than 21

Gigawatts from installed inverters are testament to this. Its mission is to achieve 24 hours of sun. Day after day

Fronius is hard at work turning this vision of a future in which 100% of the world’s energy needs are covered by

renewable sources into  a reality.  With  this  in  mind,  Fronius develops energy solutions to  generate,  store,

distribute and consume solar energy economically and intelligently.

About Fronius International GmbH

Fronius International GmbH is an Austrian company with headquarters in Pettenbach and other sites in Wels,

Thalheim, Steinhaus and Sattledt.  With  5,660 employees worldwide,  the company is active in the fields of

welding technology, photovoltaics and battery charging technology. 92% of its products are exported through 36

international Fronius subsidiaries and sales partners/representatives in over 60 countries. With its innovative

products and services and 1.321 granted patents, Fronius is the global innovation leader.

Enquiries:
Andrea SCHARTNER, +43 664 88536765, schartner.andrea@fronius.com, Froniusplatz 1, 4600 Wels, Austria.

Natalie WOODFORD, +44 1908 512 301,  woodford.natalie@fronius.com, Maidstone Road, Kingston, Milton
Keynes, MK10 0BD, United Kingdom.

Kenny HO, +61 3 8340 2953, Ho.Kenny@fronius.com, 90-92 Lambeck Drive, Tullamarine VIC 3043, Australia.

Richard BALDINGER, +1 219 734 5617, baldinger.richard@fronius.com, 6797 Fronius Drive, Portage, IN  
46368, USA

Ted CLIFFORD, +1 905 288 2128, clifford.ted@fronius.com, 2875 Argentia Road, Units 3-6, Mississauga, ON 
L5N 8G6, Canada
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Rajeev NAIR, +91 7391095704, nair.rajeev@fronius.com, GAT no 312, Nanekarwadi
410501 Pune, INDIA

Laura NACHBAUER, +43 664 677411572, nachbauer.laura@fronius.com, Froniusplatz 1, 4600 Wels, Austria.

Elfriede HIRSCH, +43 664 6213775, hirsch.elfriede@fronius.com, Froniusplatz 1, 4600 Wels, Austria.

Copies: 
a1kommunikation Schweizer GmbH, Rüdiger KEMPA, rke@a1kommunikation.de

If you no longer want to receive press releases from Fronius International, Business Unit Solar Energy, please 
reply with UNSUBSCRIBE.
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