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£1 million boost for
renewable energy in the South East

Nearly £1 million of smart investment in the South East’s electricity network is set to 
pave the way for new generators of renewable energy to connect to the grid. 

UK Power Networks is rolling out new ‘load blinding relays’ across Kent, Surrey and 
Sussex to unlock capacity for new connections. The £932,000 project will see the 
devices installed on 80 transformers across 35 sites, from now until 2024. 

In total the new protection relay technology will release 469 Mega Volt Amperes (MVA) – 
unlocking enough capacity to install a rooftop solar panel on 127,445 houses. That’s the 
equivalent of connecting a new solar panel on every house in a town the size of 
Eastbourne, East Sussex. Installing the new smart devices is also significantly cheaper 
than replacing existing equipment or building new, and the South East was chosen 
because it already hosts many wind and solar farms.

Director of Asset Management Barry Hatton said: “We’re excited about this programme 
because it shows just how far we can go if we think a bit differently and re-imagine 
what’s possible on our network. Strategic, smart, specific investment like this, is exactly 
how we plan to help enable Net Zero by 2050.”

Traditionally, protection devices switch off parts of the electricity network if faults occur. 
They are used to keep employees and the public safe and protect the company’s 
electricity networks across London, the East and South East, which include more than 
170,000 generators of electricity and enough renewable energy to power 3.5 million 
homes. The new smart devices can tell if power flows are related to a problem on the 
network or not, so they release more network capacity by safely allowing more power 
through.

Increasing the UK’s use of renewable energy like solar and wind is a key part of 
reaching the national Net Zero emissions target by 2050. Energy generation currently 
makes up 23% of total UK emissions, however since 2013 the carbon intensity of the 
UK’s energy system has dropped by more than 65%. 

UK Power Networks has already connected more than 7GW of renewables and 
forecasts this will double by 2030, meaning 80% of homes and businesses will be 
powered by clean energy. 

Picture caption: Investment is set to pave the way for more renewable energy to 
connect to the grid. 

Ends

For further information please contact the UK Power Networks press office on 
0330 159 1712.



Notes to editors:  

UK Power Networks is the country’s biggest electricity distributor, making sure the lights stay on 
for more than eight million homes and businesses across London, the South East and the East of 
England.

Network operators aren’t the same as energy suppliers; network operators manage local power 
lines and substations, while energy suppliers sell the electricity that runs through the power lines.

UK Power Networks continues to be listed in the Sunday Times’ Top 25 Best Big Companies to 
Work For, and made industry history by becoming first company to win Utility of the Year two 
years running (2015 and 2016, also 2012). 

The company invests more than £600 million in its electricity networks every year, offers extra 
help to vulnerable customers at times of need, and is undertaking trials to ensure that electricity 
networks support the transition to a low carbon future. It also moves cables and connects new 
electricity supplies. If you have a power cut ring 105, see  HYPERLINK "http://
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk" www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk or tweet us @UKPowerNetworks
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