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ABB to re-energize control at hydro plants 
generating over 1TWh of renewable energy
Statkraft, Europe’s largest renewable energy producer, selects ABB to ensure efficiency 

and reliability of hydropower operations in Northern Norway 

ABB has been awarded a contract to modernize automation, control, and power solutions at two of Statkraft’s hydropower
plants in Norway. 

The upgrade at Straumsmo and Innset hydropower plants will leverage ABB’s distributed control platform ABB Ability 
System 800xA, which integrates process control, power management, electrical, and safety within a common reliable 
system. The deal also includes an option to extend the refurbishment to a third plant, Båtsvann hydropower plant.

The 800xA system will enable complete control of the powerplant from high-voltage switchgear to low-voltage motor 
control, management of AC/DC systems and lighting and heating at each plant. 

Dag Smedbold, SVP region north Statkraft said: “Ensuring the efficiency, stability, reliability and robustness of our 
automation systems and electrical systems is critical as both plants operate unmanned.” 

Hydropower remains the mainstay of the Norwegian electricity system contributing to over 95 per cent of Norway’s total 
energy consumption. 

Per Erik Holsten, head of ABB Energy Industries in Northern Europe, commented: “With such a high dependency on 
hydro power to deliver electricity across Norway, these plants can truly be classed are critical infrastructure. Improving 
upon and sustaining each plant’s installed base, assets and smooth operations is vital.”

This new project builds on a longstanding relationship with Statkraft in the Northern part of Norway, with ABB having 
previously delivered automation solutions at their Nedre Røssåga, Øvre Røssåga, Bjerka, Skjomen and Adamselv hydro 
power plants.

Holsten continued: “We have collaborated many times with Statkraft and recently our work with them at Øvre Røssåga 
was recognised as best practice and is being used as a blueprint on how to deliver similar projects going forwards.”

With an extensive background in providing integrated power and automation solutions to hydro power plants, ABB’s 
global hydro projects have included Enel Green Power in Italy, Copel in Brazil, Aswan in Egypt, Three Gorges in China, 
Piva in Montenegro, Itaipu in Brazil and Sharavathy in India.

Statkraft develops and operates renewable energy assets within hydropower, wind, solar, gas and biomass, also supplying 
district heating. With over 125 years of experience in hydropower they operate 335 hydro power plants worldwide and are 
the largest producer of renewable energy in Europe.

ABB Energy Industries is enabling safe, smart, and sustainable projects and operations for businesses across the oil, gas, 
chemicals, life sciences, power generation and water sectors.  Driving integrated solutions that automate, digitalize, and 
electrify industry we connect our people and technology to help our customers adapt and succeed. With over 50 years 
domain expertise, we continue to innovate and reshape traditional approaches across the energy sector with our 
technologies designed to improve operational efficiency, reduce risk, reduce energy consumption and waste. 

ABB (ABBN: SIX Swiss Ex) is a leading global technology company that energizes the transformation of society and 
industry to achieve a more productive, sustainable future. By connecting software to its electrification, robotics, 
automation and motion portfolio, ABB pushes the boundaries of technology to drive performance to new levels. With a 
history of excellence stretching back more than 130 years, ABB’s success is driven by about 110,000 talented employees 
in over 100 countries. www.abb.com
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